
 
 

  
 

ENSEMBLE GALILEI LAUNCHES CD AND THEATER PROJECT 
INSPIRED BY VETERANS 

 
U.S. TOUR BETWEEN WAR AND HERE FEATURING NPR COMBAT 

CORRESPONDENTS 
NEAL CONAN & ANNE GARRELS OPENS NOVEMBER 2 

 
NEW CD, THE FLOWERS OF THE FOREST ON SALE SEPTEMBER 11 

 
Between War & Here Tour Benefits Special Operations Warrior Foundation 

 
Celtic & Traditional Music – Through An NPR Prism – Spotlights U.S. Veterans 

 
 
 Los Angeles, September 7th, 2018 – Music...meaning...memory all merge this 
Fall with Irish-Scottish-Original & Early musicians, Ensemble Galilei.  Between War 
and Here is a powerful new collaboration between journalists and musicians exploring 
honor, courage, loss and hope.  Ensemble Galilei is teaming with award-winning 
National Public Radio foreign correspondents Neal Conan and Anne Garrels for a 
November U.S. Tour. Ensemble Galilei founder and poet Carolyn Surrick created this 
show from her recent poetry collection titled Between War and Here.  
 
In addition, a new CD The Flowers of the Forest is available on September 11 featuring 
Celtic and traditional music.  It is a tribute to the multitudes of U.S. Military veterans, 
many of whom members of Ensemble Galilei personally have encountered at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center – and who inspired this burst of creativity!   
 
Carolyn Surrick says, “Neal and Anne have spent years covering wars.  They have heard 
the explosions, seen men fall, and they have dreamt in the echoes of their memory.  They 
know clearly the things that only the people who have been in battle will ever understand.  
They can speak for the living, and they can speak for the dead.” 
   
First up is Galilei's new CD, The Flowers of the Forest, available Tuesday, September 
11, 2018 http://www.egmusic.com/.  Inspired in part by the 7 years several members of 
Ensemble Galilei spent performing weekly in the foyer of Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, MD, the CD boasts traditional Scottish, Irish and American 
airs along with several brand-new original compositions by the Galilei artists 
themselves. 



Surrick founder of Ensemble Galilei, says, “The Flowers of the Forest, which both opens 
the show and is the title track of this CD was written for the thousands of Scottish 
soldiers who died in battle on September 9, 1513.  It is a tune that is played today when a 
soldier from England or Canada is killed in Afghanistan. They live on in the music and in 
our performances.  We daily tread the road between war and here.” 
 

The unique artists comprising Ensemble Galilei include: 
 
>> Carolyn Surrick  / viola da gamba – Considers herself the ringleader and navigatrix 
of the band 
 
>> Sue Richards / Celtic harp – Has played for Pres. Clinton, Pres. G.W. Bush and 
Queen Elizabeth II 
 
>> Kathryn Montoya / recorders, whistle, oboe – Fulbright Scholar, American Bach 
Soloist finalist 
 
>> Jackie Moran / percussion – Irish-born The Drovers co-founder who also toured with 
Riverdance 
 
>> Ryan McKasson / fiddle, viola Ð Scotsman has played with Elvis Costello, Philip 
Glass & Beck  
 
>> Isaac Alderson / uillian pipes, Irish flute Ð Won All -Ireland music titles as an 
American teenager 
 
>> Featured Guest: Neal Conan (NPR's All Things Considered; NPR's Talk of the 
Nation) Neal Conan is one of the most renowned voices in public radio, having served as 
an NPR reporter, bureau chief and host.  During the Gulf War, Neal was captured 
detained for a week by the Iraqi Republican Guard.  He is also the author of the book, 
Play by Play.  Conan currently produces & hosts Truth, Politics and Power, a podcast for 
public radio. 
 
>> Featured Guest: Anne Garrels (NPR, ABC News, NBC News) 
Anne Garrels has had a storied career as foreign correspondent, filing reports from 
Bosnia, Chechnya, Israel, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The Harvard alumna has served as 
both a Moscow and Central America bureau chief and is a former Edward R. Murrow 
Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. Garrels is a George Polk Award winner for 
Radio Reporting in Iraq and she has published the memoir, Naked in Baghdad and a 
second book, Putin Country: A Journey into the Real Russia. 
 
ABOUT Ensemble Galilei: 
Masterful chamber musicians who have teamed for more than two decades in the pursuit 
of both traditional and original Irish/Scottish/Early music that can amplify, intensify and 
reveal the human heart.  The Ensemble is named for Vincenzo Galilei, an inspired late-



Renaissance Italian composer—father of the astronomer Galileo—who helped launch the 
Baroque period.   
 
The Ensemble has collaborated with National Geographic (First Person: Stories From 
the Edge of the World) and the Metropolitan Museum of Art (First Person: Seeing 
America).  From lilting airs to boisterous jigs, they expertly blend Celtic passion with a 
21st Century truth & artistry of the musical soul.                
 
ABOUT Between War & Here – The Poetry & The Passion: 
War is not an abstraction and its wounds reverberate through a soldier's family and 
community.  This tour will explore honor, courage, loss and hope as top-tier war 
correspondents' experiences are intertwined with music, poetry and memoir. 
 
The tour's companion (same-titled) poetry book and also The Flowers of the Forest CD 
will be available for purchase at each venue and online http://www.egmusic.com/.  The 
CD will also be available on iTunes, Amazon and cdbaby.com  
 
ABOUT Special Operations Warrior Foundation: 
All concert performances of Between War & Here will benefit this 501-Non Profit 
organization that supports U.S. armed forces Special Ops personnel.  Founded in 1980 
following the Iran hostage crisis, they provide aid and grants to the families and children 
of lost or wounded Special Operations veterans. 
 
TOUR SCHEDULE: 
http://www.egmusic.com/calendar/ 
 
Between War & Here –  
Ensemble Galilei in concert–Featuring NPR's Neal Conan & 
Anne Garrels 
 

!  November 2 / 8:00pm: Aliso Viejo, CA – Soka University Performing 
Arts Center!http://www.soka.edu/pac/performing-arts-
events.aspx#/?i=1 

 
!  November 4 / 7:30pm:  Salt Lake City, UT – Jeanne Wagner Theatre, 

Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center!
https://artsaltlake.org/production/between-war-and-here/ 

 
!  November 7 / 7:30pm:  Moscow, ID – University of Idaho 
!  November 9 / 8:00pm!!Bozeman, MT – The Ellen Theatre!

 



!  November 11 / 7:00pm: Berkeley, CA – Freight and Salvage!
https://www.thefreight.org/event/1739856-between-war-here-
ensemble- berkeley/ 
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