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Program Note

In the Far Fields was loosely inspired by the Theodore Roetheke poem, “The Far Field,” which I
interpreted as a string of metaphors about life and death set in the context of a pastoral scene. I have
attempted to capture the essence of a so-called “pastoral” style by a meandering use of a very sparse, if not

static, slow moving harmonic arsenal—a single diatonic pentichord, which over time unfolds into large-
scale melodic gestures.

duration: ca. 6 minutes
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Revised: June 2010, Chicago, IL

July 1998, Ann Arbor, MI
ca. 6 minutes





