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Program Note

Diorama was inspired by the concept of the visual arts genre of the same name: a scene
reproduced in three dimensions against a painted background. I have attempted to capture these
three dimensions musically, by employing a predominately three-part polyphony throughout.
Most of the melodic and harmonic content of the piece is generated from a synthetic scale of my
own invention, and is first heard in the violin melody in the opening measures. This melody
takes on the form of continuous variation as it returns at various points in the piece, juxtaposed
with contrasting textures and colors. Diorama was composed in December of 2005 and is
dedicated to Duo Diorama.

—Gregory J. Hutter
Chicago, Illinois (2006)

This work was funded in part by the Composer Assistance Program of the American Music Center.
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